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Successful appeal wins planning permission for Innova’s
22 5MW solar park in Essex.

Innova Press Release, 6th February 2024

Innova, working in partnership with the landowners of Parkgate Farm, has won planning
consent for Parkgate Farm Solar Park, granted on 15" December 2023, following an appeal
Hearing on 12" December 2023.

Braintree District Council were unable to progress and determine the planning application
within the extend timeframes and as such after 18 months Innova had to submit an appeal
to the Planning Inspectorate against the non determination of the application. The Council
subsequently indicated that it would have refused the 22.5MW site due to concerns
around heritage and landscape impact.

The appointed Inspector agreed with Innova’s submission, which outlined that the
landscape and visual impact are contained to the site and its immediate local landscape,
and that the limited impact on the setting of the listed building was outweighed by the
public benefits of generating renewable energy.

Once built and energised, the 22.5MW solar farm will deliver equivalent electricity for 5,768
homes and save approximately 5,333 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year. The local
community will also benefit from an annual community benefit payment of circa £5,000 per
annum as part of Innova’'s Community Promise.

Chris Field, Programme Manager at Innova Renewables Developments, said:

"AS the 1irst of our solar plpeline to go into the appeals process, Farkgate Solar Farm truly
demonstrates our thorough and robust aevelopment process here at Innova. Supported
by expert witnesses in planning, lanascape, and heritage, the success of this gopeal Is a
testament to Innova's rigorous approach in the site selection and adesign stages or its
renewable development process. We are very much looking forward to seeing the positive
Iimpact this latest addition to our portrolio has on the local community and the environment
once it /s built and energised.

‘I'd like to take this opportunity to acknowleage the help and support from our lanaowner
partners in this aevelopment, as well as my colleagues at Innova for their harad work and
dedlication. Our collective thanks also to the appointed inspector of the appeal and the
withesses who supported us.”
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About Innova

Innova is a forward-thinking renewable energy business, employing over 120 people across
two offices in London and Cheltenham. Innova's long-term mission is to create utility-scale
renewable energy projects using multi-technologies that take large energy intensive users
off-grid, positively improving the environment, and benefiting local businesses and
communities.

Innova will achieve this mission by continuing to develop, build, and operate arange of
innovative, environmentally sustainable, long-term renewable energy solutions. To date,
Innova has over 60 DNO and Grid connected sites under development in the UK, with a
combined solar and storage capacity in excess of 24GW.

Innova offer an integrated approach to renewable energy developments and operations,
with a capability across the life cycle of any project. This includes planning, grid
connections, project rights development, financing, construction and asset management,
power purchase agreements, and long-term operations.

For more information about Innova’'s mission, projects, and services, please visit
WWW.INNOVa.CO.UK.
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